CLOSING  YEARS ^OF  LtFE

All this, of course, is not to say that he had the            of

any expert treatment Available in the land,                              or

Allopathic.    In fact,  till he was far advanced In Ms            there

was no proper diagnosis at all.    And even after the                  he

never had the luxury of an expert treatment.    For one           he

would not touch the medicines of our               who arc our

progeny.      And  secondly,    he   was still  too                          and

maligned even to be seriously considered as           ill!    AacI

were all sorts of cock and bull stories, which            wean away

even a willing friend of a doctor to come of Ms own   accord*
And,   too,   in   our  slave-mentality,  the  life  of a
was yet  too small a factor  for the concern of our South
elite, while streams of visitors would flow, dally               rain, anil

there would be thundering messages from everywhere, if It
be the case of any North Indian boss !

In this tragic drama, there was doubtless the          of poverty

which was,  indeed, well played.    The disease was         as

require, metaphorically speaking, elephants to eat;  for consmnp.
tion, it is well-known, consumes quickly,  and  to  counteract   its
mischief, fresh supplies would be necessary to strengthen resistance
and  vanquish  the  disease.    But  in  his  case,  rank poverty
staring him not only in the face,  but actively in the belly.    Of
course, there were doles meted out now and then by Madly
and friends; but they were mere Cfi doles. **    And, too, more
once, he had even to refuse these offers of help because of the ill-
grace with  which  they came,

In November,   there was a storm  whose               he

described   thus :   " Recent storm :   It just spared  us.    The  big
pandal in front of my house Diwan-i-Am is no             The

house, however, has kindly behaved.   But the

is  falling  and  the  whole thing may  give  way   at   the

provocation.    Another shed also is  gone.    Only   the cowshed is

remaining.    If there is any sense left  in  me, I   must either get
out or put up a strong edifice."

c< Where shall  I  go to?  Guntur means  30 or 40 rupees a
month for the house alone* if at all one could get one,    Bapatl*